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hopes, intimately blended with other motives of which
a time will come to speak, excited in the Christian
Church a more serious and enthusiastic loyalty than any
secular commonwealth has known.

We have learnt then thus much of the nature of
Christ's Call. When he went everywhere proclaiming
the kingdom of God and summoning men to enrol them-
selves as members of it, lie did not command them to
abandon the national societies in which they were already
enrolled. The Jew did not cease to be a Jew nor to
yield obedience to Jewish and Eoman authority, when he
became a Christian; nor did he even cease to take an
interest in national affairs. Particular Christians might
do so and might merge all patriotic feelings in their
devotion to the divine Society, but Christ himself never
"ceased to feel keenly as a patriot. What the Jew did on,
becoming a Christian was to enter into a new relation
which was additional to those relations in which he stood
already. Besides the authorities,which he acknowledged
before, he now acknowledged the authority of Christ; the
law of Christ became binding upon him as well as the
law of his country; and besides standing in awe of the:
civil judge and of the punishments he might inflict, he
now stood in awe of Christ, whom he regarded as repre-
senting the supreme judicial majesty of Jehovah in the
invisible world.

Such then was the nature of Christ's Call. We go on to
consider who were the objects of it. Here again the Call
of Abraham suggests by contrast a peculiarity in that
uttered by Christ. In the former case one' man only was
called, in the latter all men whatsoever. The earlier Call
was rigidly exclusive, the latter infinitely comprehensive.